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Dear -oward:

Here is the signed peper. Gertrude asks how soon L anm
coning to ew York and says that vou wish to sse mne. I canunot say

for certain but am planning to come up at the time of the 4, I. sie Ea meeting if
possible, That will be Féburary 1l4-18. Dd not know whetghr I ¢dn v T 7
get leave for the trip. If not mey be able to get away for the week-

end of Feburary 13.

Just at the moment I am laid up with a bad ear. ‘I have had a series of ¢
bad colds ths fall I discoverd an abscess in the left ear. vwas out of work
for a week taking sulfadiazine, and then back on the job again. A coudle
of days ago the ear strted to get bad again so back to the sulfadiazine and
to bed. The sulfa drug knocks the virulent stage juickly obut tine basie
infection is hanging on somewhat stubuornly.

I have lost so much time with this ear that it may not ve esasy to get
any time off for a trip to the A. I. iui. . Tor more than a wezk-end.

luiriam was there the week bdefore Christmas hoping she would see you,
but you were not back from your trip at that time.

svertiing is uiet here, There has not been anotiaer s auk out of tae
Civil Service Commission, and I dc nct expect anything furtﬂer. The ounly
thing that coudd cause trusble now that L1 can see would be for tae Dies
Committse to sound off, but the latter has been ratner suodued of late. Ly
position as far as my own office is concerned is pretty well consolidated.
I have three people working now (including myself) gnd zm sbout {0 add anothszr.
Ly standing in ¥Yhe 3. Z. W. has oretty well pessed the stage of provation
30 I do not look for any more trouble.

snnlil ve very zlad to hear the results of your wris. Tou sre in
a Tar vetter positiin to watch waht is going on in the couatry than I =m here.
Cn $his end, wlth a six day week thoere is very little time to talk to anybody
ontside of one's own assocdstes, or to read anything not conuected with your
OWIl WOrk.
0 zZet up there the wyesk-end of “eb., 13. I2 can't mexe it

I will tev %
b of 7 anotner week-2nd at tue eurleiest opportunity.

then, will fﬁ‘
A

.inecerx G.LV

{},/{/



COPY

April 3, 1643

The Cnalrman
Board of =conomic Warfare
ashington, D. C,

Attention: Personnsl Officer

Sir:

The Commission has given careful consideration to the case

of Mr., M. King Hubbert, appointed by your organization as
Senior Analyst, under war service rogulatlons, effcctlve April e7,
1942, subject to investigation.

Investigation has disclosed that Mr. Hubbert has for a period
of approximately ten years becn associated in an active capacity
with Technocracy, Incorporated. In the light of information which
the Commission has concerning the present signiflcance and -
implications of Technocracy, Incorporated, and in view of the
active part which Mr, Hubbert hss been taking in this organization
in conjunction with its other principal leader the Commission has

/(reacnﬁd ‘the conclusion that the best interests of the Government

would not be served by continding hls employment in your agency.
He has, therefore, been rated ineligible and your agency is
requested to separate him from his position and to advise this
office when such action has been taken. In erfecting this
removal the provisions of Civil Service Rule XLI need not be
observed.

By direction of the Commilssion:
Very respsctfully,

(s) I. A. Moyer

T . Ao I\J{Oyer
wxecutive Director
and Chief “rominer



May 6, 1943

Dear Howard:

Miriam no doubt gave you a conplete account of developments
until that time when she was in New York last week. In the meantime
everything has been quisscent lhere 11 5:30 this afternoon. At that
time I got a telephone call from Brockway, who wes one of the group in
that stenotypic record that you havo, Brockwey roported that Tav L

ng:.n ‘Heed of the Office of. : pgement: | i

g/a glorified way -of- uying e m af‘, a.&adn&z

letter to the Civil Service stating tHa eing retained
Board pending my"meking an appeal®. 'Hj msel - ' ‘
this was an awkward thing to do in.f¥; the fact that I hau’no'nr B
been officially informed of eny- act «the Civil Service, amd also
confessed himself at a loss es to shat I wes supposed to do. I told
them that until I had been officially informed, I didn't plan to do
anything. So thet's Where things nud now.

R

Straley ceame home last ¥ri rron Cuba. He was only hsre :
for one day and left that aight £ io st Virginia end is not expected
back until sbout the first of nex{'wesk.' While here, however, he
arranged to have dinner with a 1leégal friend who evidently knows the
legal profession in this town pretty well., He was going to lay this
situation before the friend and st advice as to who would be the beat
men t0 handle it in cage it came to legal action. He telephoned me
later in the evening to say that he had been sdviged that Homer Cumings
was the No. 1 choice and HoustonThompson was second. He also adviged
that in case anything broke I s d not attempt to contact Cummings
myself but to wire Straley in West Virginia and he would come back
immediately and try to make the ontact through chamnnels to which he
has accesa,

Gunings, as you know, was the Attorney General of the United
States from 1933 to 1939, He is a Protestant and a Mason and apparently
all the partners of his firm are Protestants too with the exception of
one junior member. MNost of his partners have been Assistant Attorneys
Generel over the same period. Hguston Thompson I do not know 3o much
about, but he to0 is a Protestantr. I have not been able to find his
firm in a legal directory.

I have also con:iderect the possibility of Donald Richberg
who used to be Chief Cousmsel for the N.R.A. Richberg was born in
Tennesses and is listed in Who's Who as a Protestant. He is a graduate
of the University of Chicsgo and hhs a political record dating back to
around 1912 as a progressive. At some time or other he was attorney
for the Railroad Brotherhoods and has apparently fought some major ceses
for them. This combination of circlumatan_cos gives ms entree to him on

s‘_
e
|



two or more possible lines. 1In fact I had a letter from him Yesterday
in his capacity 2a Chairman of the local alumni chapter of the University
of Chicago. Another approach that appears likely is by way of A. F.
Whitney of the Railroad Brotherhoods if this seems advisable, §
. a‘

Sem Thompson of the National Resources Planning Board 1q"_ one
of the few people here with whom I have discussed this. He thinks I
ought to get in touch with Whitney and let him and his orgenization
know what is going on, on the grounds that they might be able to éffer
some good advice and perhaps help put some heat on when end where it
needed. Sam also has suggested Wendsll Wilkie a3 a posaibility for
& lawyer., Thinks that Wilkie might enjoy opening up same of the rotten
8pots in the inner woricings of the New Deal's political structure.
The suggestion has a certain amount of merit. i

. > ‘¥ <" '¥he foregolng is a. Protvy fﬁ%‘w w\f-%“uxn;smg PR T
of the line. Miriam t0ld me what had ¥een found. out as to the ajparent i
origin of this thing. Do you know the name of the man in the Civil )
Service? And also his past history i '
source of it, it would very importentjto get the lowdown on him at the

- earliest possible date. : e

’ The important thing is tha . While this affair may drag:out
and be allowed G0 die quietly, againfit may mot, and in the latter event
it is likely to be prgcipitlieg-.f[!;%y D the next week or so. I would
prefer not to have to'start anyth: N ,.

? you wigh to get in tYouch pith me I em at homs most eveilings
1 0f0look ‘and: can’ be. reached on the home telephone
Jntil something further develops, I am laying low; but.
€ doos turn up that demajds actfon, I will call you. In

' you: hax 7. 8 tions I would appreciate it if you

* Stncerely,




1105 D St. S. W,
Washington, D. C.
July 16, 1943.

Dear Howard:
Well, they seem to have Blown a couple of lids off}

About all we know is what we read in the newspaper. There
was a staff meeting this morning in wh ch it was announced that
Perkins was leaving and that no other personel changes were contemplated.
By and large that is mremiix probably true, but there are: a few things
about the choice of the new Director that smell pretty bad. '
! i

_ , For the last several days the local Sissy Pa‘é?érsp", paper has been

e B .regme' ing its head off at Wallaps.and Perkins, with somg Afythe Fost .- 5 S
“’M” V%é‘i us stuff by one Georglana’ {. Preston. - Now Roosevely appoints . !
S Leo ¥, Crowley,who is a good wdrking Cathélic,to take ovep the works - !

here;. You may recall that letter from the woman in Chicago who

was Secretary to Barron. - The statement was,as I rec L, that there
was somebedy in the Washington office of the Al®in Preperty Custodian
who was opposed to Technoeracy . My suspicion is that this 1s the guy.
In that case there may be trouble. 1o - .

So far as I know nothing has ever been settled with the Civil
Service Commission as regards me. They have kicked the jmatter back
and forth a few times, so I understand, and sort of left {t at a stalemate.
It was obviuos that the Board was not going to take any agtion against
me and the Civil Serviee apparently were afraid to fight it.  With Crowley
in it may be just the right opportunity. In case therq is Catholic pressure,
back of this already it may be just the opportunity they dre waiting for /
and if so we may anticipate some fire works as soon as he ‘gets around to
having it brought to his attention.

This is all speculation on my part and based on the assumption
that there is some Catholic mischief back of this; in case there is
not we may never hear anything further of it.,

e

L e

Miriam will be in New York during the next few days and will no ‘) '
doubt see you.  If there are any developments at that end you can send ““'z..u
news of them by her. Here things may be quiet for months are may
blow off at any time.

Sincerely,

™.




Letterhsed of
OFFICE OF ECONOMIC WARFARE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Aug. 6, 1943

TO: Mr, M. King Hubbert

FROM: John R, Fleming
Chief of Gffice

Correspondence between the Civil Service Commisaion
and OBf indicates that you should at once file an ap-
peal from the Commission's judgment that your connec-
tion with Technocracy, Inc. makes you unsuitable fer
federal employment.

The appeal should be filed by addressing a letter to
Mr. L, A. Moyer, Executive Director of the Commission,
Firequesting that he set a date for a hearing.

e
S

-
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UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMISSION
Washington, D. C.

File BAR:EPTPERM

August 14, 1943
¥r. M. King Hubhbert

1105 D 3treet, 3.W.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Kr. Hubbert:

Reference is made to your letter of August 9, 1943, in regard

" to the action taken in requesting the Board of Econcmic Karfers

to terminats your serviess as Jenior Analyst becsuse of apparent un-
suitability for Government employmant.

Information before the Commission tends to indiicate that

Technooracy, Ine., 1s Fascist in ite setup and objectives and envisages
a form of govermment not democratic in charaater. The record showa

that at a speciel interview acecorded you on September 16, 1942, you
were Tully informed of the issues involved upon which decision was
made in your cass.

In response to your statement that the memorandum you received
dated sugust 6, 1943, was the firat indieation that you had been the
sub ject of correspondsnce betwesn the Commission and the Board of
Economic Warfere, you ars advised that that agency informed this office
Mey 5, 1943, that you indicatdd a desire to immediately appeal the
action taken in your case. 3inece no word wes received from you, this
office haa endeavored to find out what steps you wish to teke in regard
to an appeal. As your case has been before the Gommission's Board of
Appeals and Review for some time, it will be appreciated if you will
eall lirs. Tracy, Republic 5611, Zxtension 3065, immediately and advise
whether you wish to have a hearing scheduled for you.

By direction of the Commission:
Very respectfully,
/8/ ¥m. G, Jull

Wm. C. Hull
Executive Assistant



11086 D 3sreet, 3.W,
#sshington, D. O.
August 9, 1943.

My dear 8ir

- In seoordance with the instrusticns ams;ma
1n your sencrendun addressed to me, dated August O,
1943, I bave taken up the matter dissuassed in that
senorandun with the United States Civil Service Commis~
sion apt hereaftsy shall sssume personal responsibilivy
for any further nsgotistions conscerning it.

rmnnmtmu infornesd in due scurse
of the outoone.

Very tzuly yours,

i. King Hubbert

MEH: K



Mr. M. King Hubbert
1105 D Street s S.W,
Wuh:\ngton. D. C.

' By direction of the Commission;

Inclosure 131230

August 23, 1843

Very respectfully,

Time Co Hull
Executive Assistant
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1105 D Street, S.%W.
Washington 4, D, C.
August 23, 1943.

Dear Howard: !
Straley and I went &er to see nrs Tracy (mentioned
in Hull's letter) at the Civil(Service Comsission today to got
all the information we could adout the mechanios and general
nature of the appeal. I was © M in ghgt I t0ld you. I cen
be represonted by counsel and '

9th end G Place, Northwest, at 10 o'clock on September 15th. The
hearing will be before the Baajd of Appeals of the_ Civil Service
Commission. The people who arq supposed to take pait in it are: =
Mr. Edwards, Cheirman of the Bdard of Appeals, and a Mr. Hopkins.

g to, is to be the Examiner., She
Board of Appeels has any fixed idea
8 t0 be e moderately decent type

Mrs. Tracy, the lady I was talkis
insists that neither she nor tHe
sbout this as yet, and she appes
of individuael.

Straley and I will beg busy this week seeing the various
pecple we discussed while I wasl in New York, then Straley is coming
to New York purposely for a corference with you and the organization
attorney. Unless instructed otherwise, he will be there next Monday
afternoon and evening. If the lawyer cannot be free at that time
please let us know at once,

With regard to Straley, please do not have any reticence
concerning him. Straley hes been a personal friend of mine for twenty
yesrs and he has known the organization since its beginning., He is
ny assistant on the job here, knows everything about this situation
from the bottom up, and while it is no persongl concern of his, he is
working his head off to get it straightened out. Consequently, as
far es I am concerned, you may simply regard him as my personal repre-
sentetive in anything that is discussed or decided upon at theat end,
Since time is getting short, whatever strategy is decided upon at that

conference will probably be the one carried out, so don't underestimate
its importance,

Sincerely,

"
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BEFORE THE
BOARD OF ECONOMIC WARFARE

(Oo E.wIAC )

QUESTIONING OF M. KING HUBBERT,

13

s o8 o»

Division of Supply and Resources,

.

Room 2240, Temporary "T" Building,
thhington. D. C.,
Wednesdey, April 14, 1943.
BEFORE: Thomas Brockway (presiding), Speciel Assistent to .
the Assistant Director of W.E.W.A., '

Philip Dunaway, Assistent to Chief of Office, O.B.W. A..
John M. Lowrie, of General Counsel's Office.

Also Present: Dr. Joseph Gould, Chief of Division of
Supply and Resources.

Mr. Brockway: The occasion of this meeting is & notifica-
tion from the Civil Service Commission to the Board that Mr.
Hubbert had been declared ineligible on the basis of his
connection with Technocracy, Incorporated.

The Personnel Division ;s now waiting for a recommendation

from lir. Stone as to the choice of three options:

(1) The option to terminate Mr. Hubbert's services



—

with the Boerd at once;

(2) to recommend to him thet he personally make
an appeal to the Commission with whatever witnesses or
testimony he would like to take from the Board; and

(3) that the Board itself would make an administrative

appeal from the judgment of the Civil Service Commission.

This group was appointed' by Mr Stone to advise him as to
the three options, snd we are meeting with Mr. Hubbert to ask
him questions along the lines I indicated to him yesterday con-
cerning: (1) the nature or‘Technocracy, Incorporated; (2) his
relations with that orgenization and (3) questions on his
own political, economic and soc;lal views.

I have no perticular plan for starting, but I thought we
might begin by #sking Mr. Hubbert to tell us what Technocracy,
Incorporated, is, and what its aims are, and, although I had
thought of putting method under a separate category, I think
the aims and methods will be combined when we begin.

Is that procedure satlsfactory to begin with?

Mr. Lowrie: Yes.

Mr, Bl;ockway: Do you went to start on that general outline,
Mr. Hubbert? |

Mr, Hubbert: Yes. The first thing that I want to point
o_ut is that there is a sort of a dual aspect of this problea.

One of them is that I happen to be an individual who is employed

by the United States Govermment. I happen to be & member of



3
some s8ix or eight organizations, all of the same legal standing.
This charge is that because I happen to be 2 member of one of
these six or eight organizations, that I am ineligible for
service with the Government.

That charge, put in that way, requires substantiation;
put in thet form it is no charge at all.

The second aspect is that the organization specified is a
corporation in the State of New York end a legal entity of
its own, and it is not subject to investigation by this pro-
cedure. In other words, if the orgenization is having
charges made against it, they must be preferred against the
organization through proper legal channels. The charges
must be met in a corresponding manner. No such charges‘
have ever been preferred, and I\ventﬁre to suggest they never
will be; so, that leads the problem back to sn investigation
of me, personsally.

It is I as an individual and not the corporation who is
employed by the Government, and, therefore, the only one
subject to investigation. My record is entirely before
you for any degre§¢pf cross-examination you like, but with
regard to making this an investigation of a corporation of the
State of New York, I am not at liberty under these circum-
stances to do that, but I will give you generalities. I am a

member of the organization, and, 80 far as I personally am

concerned, that is open to discussion. So, I will be very happy



to give you some of the background history of how the organiza-
tion came into being and how I became associated with it, if
that would interest you.

Mr. Brockway: You would not mind discussing the aims of
it, then, if you are willing to talk about the history of it?

Mr. Hubbert: No, I am not willing to discuss the inner work-
ings of the corporation.

Mr. Brock;aj: That is a change of attitude from yesterday?

Mr. Hubbert: That is right. I have had some good advice
since yesterday.

Mr. Brockway: All right. Mr. Lowrie, have you any comment
on that?

¥r. Lowrie: I do not quite get that point of view, the
fact that a corporation with which you are associated is a legeal
association does not affect the kind of orgenization it is in
order that we may determine whether the charge made against
you is éorrect or not.

Mr, Hubbert: As I say, I am subject to investigation;
anything that I ever did or sponsored or ever said is
open to investigation or inquiry before this Board. The organiza-
tion called "Technocracy Incorporated” is an entity in the
State of New York and is not subject to investigation by this
Board.

Mr, Brockway: We are not attempting to investigate

Technocracy, Incorporated.



Mr. Hubbert: So, if you wish to proceed on that basis,

I will give you the history of the organization's formationm,
its coming into being and my association with it, 1f that is
what you are interested in knowing.

Mr. Brockway: I think we are not interested in the history
of the organization or its origin. We all know about that.

I am much more interested in the aims and methods and the
organization of that group in the last two or three years than
I am in the period from the beginning of the Technical Alliance
in 1919, That is ancient history, so far as your case is con-
cerned.

Mr. Hubbert: Well, I am not at liberty to go into the
inner workings of a cﬁrporation of the State of New York
with this body.

(Discussion was had outside the Tecord.)

Mr. Brockway: You may proceed, Mr. Hubbert.

Mr. Hubbert: The way this organization came into being
was through the association of a number of people here in
Washington during the last war. That associastion arose from
experience in the war agencies, the War Industry Board
I believe it was called then, and various other Government
agencies, the problems of getting production out involved
breaking down a lot of established rules and customs which,
in turn, were rather eye-cpening as to the possibilities of

bet{er ways of running industry than was customary at the time.
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That led to @y discussions and out of this a group of
these people formed an organization called "The Technical
Alliance." I happen to have in my hand the original organiz-
ation leaflet of that organization, or prospectus. The address

is 23 West 32nd Street, New York. There are several pages of

.discussion and on the back page was the temporary organizing

comitte.e'. The names of that committee were Sulliven w.
Jones, 'Secretary; Frederick 1. Ackerman, Ai-chitect ; Carl L.
Alsberg, Chemist; Allen Carpenter, M.D.; L. K. Conmstock,
Electrical Engineer; Stuart Chase, Certified Public Accountant;
Alice Barrows Pernandez, Educatdr; Bassett Jones, Electrical
Engineer; Robert H. Kohn, Architeet_; Benton Mackeye, Forester;
Leland Olds, Statistician; Charles P. Steinmetz, Electrical
Engineer; Richerd C. Tolxﬁan, Physicist and Physical Chemist,
- presgntly Dean of Physical Sciences at Califorﬁia Institute
of Technology; John Carol Vﬁughan, M.D.; Thorstein Veblen,
Educator; Charles H. Whitaker, Housing Expert, and Howard
Scott, Chief Engineer.

Mr., Lowrie: What was the date of that?

Mr. Hubbert: This perticular piece of paper is not
dated, but the date was about 1919 or 1920, I think 1919,

The men here, meny of the names well known; some of them
I do not know myself, but anyhow the more familiar ones are
people like Thorstein Veblen who is now dead but who was a

leading economist; 'Richard C. Tolman, physicist and physical



chemist, presently Dean of Physical Sciences at the California
Institute of Technology and one of the associate administrators
of tpe War Research Board,- I forget the iﬁit ials of the organiza-
tion here in town.

Mr. Dunaway: 1Is that the War Menpower Commission?

Mr. Hubbert: No, it is the National Defense Research Committee,
I think. It is an official Government body in charge of all
physical research going on in connection with all war problems.
Thorstein Veblon; outstanding economist, - possibly I
mentioned before. Bassett Jones, Electrical Engineer, and
Sullivan Jones, his brother, whom I mentioned, Architect of the
State of New York; Stuart Chase, a well-known writer who wrote
.his first book as part of this work; Carl L. Alsberg was Chief
Chemist for the Bureau of Soils, Department of Agriculture,
and subsequently Dean 6f Sceience at Stanford University.

Mr. Brockway; Are any of thosé people now in the organiza-
tion?

Mr, Hubbert: I do not believe they are. Some of them
are dead.

If I may continue with this, the point is, to my knowledge,
none of these are members at the present time; some of them
have been but are now dead.

Mr. Brockway: Wasn't Mr. Scott---

Mr. Hubbert: I am sorry, Howard Scott is director of the

present organization.



Mr. Brockway: He was director then?

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, he was Chief Engineer and is Director
of the present organization.

The’ work thet these people did back in 1920 I only know by
hearsay, meaning by that, by conversation with people who were
in it. Anyhow, there wers about three well-known books that
were published out of the conferences that were held on
Saturdays among this &group. There was a permanent office and
& permanent office staff and there were staff conferences of
this group and others. Onme of fhose books was Chase's
"Tragedy of Waste", which came out of it. Agother was Veblen's
"Engineers and the Price System", e series of articles '
collected into book form. Another was Robinson's book,

"The Mind in the Making.” Robinson used to be in the same
conferences, and he wrote that book out of these conferences.,

This organization ran for a few years, but for ome reason
or amother which I do not know, folded up in the so~-called
boon days of the 20's, people had other interests.

In the winter of 1931, I came to New York as a member of
the staff of Columbia Untversitf and quite by accident heard
of Howard Scott and some of the things he was talking---mind
you, this was when there was 8till going to be two chickens
in every pot ahd prosperity was just around the corner. I was
introduced to the gentlemen and we had dinner together, and we

covered quite an extensive range of subject matter. He was a



total stranger to me. I had never heard of him before and
what he told me was largely the work of this old Technical
Alliance and its implication, I was im@ressed with it as
the most‘important Plece of scientific thinking I had ever
heard of and that impression still stands. |

At my instigation, Mrf Scott rounded up some of these old
group members again, and we formed a small informal group that
started to review the old work, quite inrormally.-no rdnmal
organization. That went along quietly until it gof-ﬁﬁt in the
newspapers through the Columbia University pnblicity_agent'
who wanted scme publicity for the University; so, that, in
turn, spread around the press for a ihile énd before very long,
it looked like a forest fire. The reason it looked like a-
forest fire was because, fundamentally, ﬁe stated that technological
employment was real and fhat the number of persons who would)
be employed ten years from now would be lesé than the present
on the same hours of labor which at that time was the rankest
kind of heresy. In fact, it was such bad heresy that steps were
soon taken to oppose it, but, in the meantime, seven or eight
publishing houses rushed out with books on Technoeracy. Those
houses included a fair Percentage of the publishing houses
of New York City and some elsewhere, the books being written
by their own appointed men who did not know beans, but the most
of what people read about Technocracy was contained in those books.

At that stage, at the same time, we had a deluge of people
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who wanted to work or be of assistance or contribute mohey, 80
to protect ourselves legally, to prevent piracy of the type that
was going on, we set up a membership organization so we could
utilize these people. We incorporated as a menbership corpora-
tion under the laws of the State of New York. That was about
1933,

Subsequent to that time the organization has proceeded as a
combined research organization and educational organization.

With respect to its own membership, it is entirely non-
political, it is a manbe_i'ship organization supported by members’
dues, and the membership rules are that only those are eligible»
who ere American citizens, that is, non-alien and non-Asiatic
and non-politicians. All other Amrican citizens are
eligible for membership.

Mr. Brockway: That msané an American citizen who is
Asiatic would not be eligible?

Mr. Hubbert: That is right.

Mr. Brockway: Would that go back to the half and half?

Mr. Hubbert: Half and half, what?

Mr., Brockway: A Japanese er Chinese mother and an American
father?

Mr. Hubbert: I do not know that that question has ever
been raised. I dare say if it were raised, the half and half

would rate as an American citizem, but, to my knowledge, it has



never come up.

Mr. Brockway: You mean he would not rate as an Asiatic,
in other words?

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, that the ruling would be thrown on the
American side.

Mr. Brockway: You haven't any grandfather clause?

Mr. Hubbert: No. The reason for that is not a race
reason, as such, it is an international politsical reason.

Mr. Brockway: It is not racial?

Mr. Hubbert: It is not racial. In other words, Negroes
are quite eligible.

Mr. Brockway: DBut the Asiatic---that is a regional dis~
tinction? |

Mr. Hubbert: It is a regional distinction rather than
racial,

Mr. Brockway: It is not political; it is not racial;
it is regional? |

Mr. Hubbert: It is reg;.ona;. In other words, they consti-
tute only a very small percentage of this population. There was
a serles of Asiatic problems on the Pacific Coast which were
heading us toward war. |

Mr. Brockway: Does that include the Turks?

Mr. Hubbert: No, the Japaneae,

Mr. Brockway: They are Asiatic?

Mr. Hubbert: Not in the meaning of the word as we inter-



pret it. It is the Mongolian type of Asiatics,

Mr, Brockway: It does not include Hindus?

Mr. Hubbert: That I do not know.

Mr. Brockway: That is a race distinction?

Mr, Hubbert: It is Eastern.

Mr. Brockway: What about Filipinos?

Mr. Hubbert: That I 4o not know.

Mr, Brockway: I just wondered about the confusion that
seems to exist in some things I have read whether it ia
racialism or not.

Mr. Hubbert: I do not think it is.

Mr. Dunawey: D1¢ you misspeask yourself when you sai@ it .
was international political? |

Mr. Hubbert: Perhaps I misspoke, if you drew an-improa-
sion from that that I did not intend. The organization is
distinctly limited to the North American Continent, I mean,
in conception. In other words, sections are only aufhorizod
in the countries of the North American Continent and the
northern fringe of South America. That is the geographical
domain about which it drew a boundery as the appropriate
region of interest, and the organization is liniéed to that,
and the Oriental Asiatic was excluded from membership simply
becauge they were predominantly outside that area.

The aims of that organization, I mean the primary interest

of the organization is simply a high standerd of living, high



public health, - standard of public health, minimum wastage of
nonreplaceable materials. That is just about the works, the
achievement of that within this area.

Mr. Brockway: Would you like to discuss your method of
achieving t'hat‘? ~ You say you are noapolitical?

Mr, Hubbert:. No, I do not wish to discuss that at all.

Mr. Brockway: When you éay you are non-polit_ical, that
would imply you do not attempt to achieve these aims by political
means, o

Mr. Hubbert: We are strictly non-political. We have never
supported any political candidate for any office of any descrip-
tion. We have never permitted any of our members to have any-
thing to do with politicians at all.

Mr. Brockway: Do politicians inolude ourselves in this
room?

Mr. Hubbert: No, "politicians™ means people who run for
elective office. On the other hand, policeinen, firemen,

Civil Service employees, techniciens, doct_vors. and all that
kind of thing wdrking for the Government are not included at
all. It means the politically elected, those people whose
names appear on the ticket at local or national elections.

Mr. Erockvfmy:’ Whether or not elected, I mean they are
politicians whether they are elected or not?

Mr. Hubbert: That is right.

Mr. Brockway: Would you like to indicate why you digerimi-
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nate against thatlgroup?

Mr. Hubbert: Simply to keep free of politics, to avoid
any charges. We have no political interests, and, therefore,
we do not want to have anything to do with it.

Mr. Brockway: And thet is why you exclude politicians from
membership?

Mr. Hubbert: That is 1%, becausebthey would start abusing
the organization for political purposes.

Mr. Brockway: Are there any members who are naturalized,
such as Mongolians?

Mr, Hubbert: Those are all; non-citizens, politicians, end
Asiatics.

Mr. Brockway: Women?

¥r, Hubbert: No.

lMr. Brockway: Have you any women in the membership?

Mr. Hubbert: Lots of them; approximately 50 per cent of
the membership are women.

Mr. Brockway: I would infer from your answer thaf you do
not attempt to achieve these aims dy political means?

Mr. Hubbert: We have never made any political maneuver of any
kind.

Mr. Brockway: DBut you prefer not to say how you do hope
to achieve these aims?

Mr. Hubbert: Well,‘I think your questioning is running

again into background that I said, for emtirely other reasons I



do not wish to discuss here. I do not think it is a proper
place or the proper circumstances. I have given you the hisfory
of how the orgenization came into being and my association with
it. |

From here on out, I would prefer that your investigation be
confined to me. That is the background. The headquarters of
this orgenization are available and open every day in New York.
Any amount of the information that you are asking me for could
be acquired by walking in and sitting down and carrying on a
conversation. I meen, there is nothing secret about it; it is
simply I do not regard it as relevant to this discussion..

Mr. Brockway: Could I rephrase the question? What is
y&ur own view of the best way to achieve the aims you have
stated? I take it you agree with those aims. Would you be
willing to say---

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) I would say predominantly
education. There are two things, two ways of doing it. One of
them is this: That we are undergoing an entirely spontaneous
and entirely automatic evolution which nobody can stop. That
sfolution is rendering certain of our social forms and customs
obsolete. It is producing problems that have not been solved,
That process 1tself is the biggest educational process there
is. In other words, we have learned more in this country
en mass, socially, in the last ten years than we did in any

preceding fifty by entirely autometic processes. That is what

15
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you might call a purely impersonal form of education and the
most impo}tant one that there is,

The second one is that in any kind of situation of this
sort, it is impossible to prevent more intelligent members of
society from thinking and also from talking, so that out of that
kind of a social school there is a clash of opinions about the
kind of things that ought to be donme and possible solutions,
and, by a give-and-take process and an interchange of ideas,
something finally emerges as the better solution.

My own personal notion of how social evolution takes place
is just about thet; writing, talking and the trend of events
themselves. If you write and if you talk end if you are quﬁg,
you are buried; and if you are not wrong, you will propably
survive.

Mr. Brockway: Then, you would think it desirable to have
a group of people that you describe as the most intelligent
talking together and working out a solution of a situation
which itself educates the masses to the effect that something
is wrong. That is your emphasis; you are arguing for a group
who will work out, in harmony within itself at least, the so0l-
ution to these problems?

Mr. Hubbert: I cean be more general than that. The pro-
cedure that I am talking about is the sfandard procedure of all
scientific evolution. That's how any-science evolves; somebody

gets interested in a group of phenomena and talks to his friends
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and writes books and papers about it. In the early stages, he
is often wrong, but there may be a modicum of enlightenment
that was somewhat better than his predecessors. That, in turn,
8ets off another series of cogitations and somebody else comes
out with something that is better, and by leap rrpg or ledder
fashion, we gradually emerge with a modicum of knowledge which
is pretty good,

With regard to this immediate problem, the social problem
that we face here, when we ran into this it was almost like a train
going into an open switch in 1929 so far as the public of the United
States was concerned. They literally believed in Santa Claus.
We had the stock market psychology of New York and the so-called
boom period which was not a boom period at all except in paper.
We hit the crash in 1929 when some of our most highly rejmted
econonists were saying there waa never going to be another deéression,
only two months or sc before, and we went into the worst social
mess that this country had ever been in in its history,
and we went in it quick, and we did not coms out of it in two
years; and proasperity wes not just around the cormer, and
the business cycle did not work the way a business cycle was supposed
to work for perfectly good reasons. A situation like that is a
very dangerous social situation. It is a situation where some-
thing has to be done, and 1if tﬁe wrong thing is done for example
driving the bonus army out of Washington with United States

forces which is an example of the wrong kind of



18

administration, the results may be catastrophic. If the wrong thing
is done, you can create a very bad situation. If the right thing
is done, you can steer through the rough spots and at least give
us time for é little thinking before you really get into a bad
situation. -So. our point of view isa smﬁly---that of the group of
1919 or 1920---on the basis of evidence then existing, was that we
could clearly foresee approximately where this country was going lt'c';_be
in the next 15 or 20 years, because the data then ex:lstiné ‘enabled any
scientist to do it if he wanted to use two cents worth of 1nteliigence.
So, we have simply elected the industrial complex, our present
country, as our major field of interest as an organization. We
have carried out research in that field, and -.tﬁat, I think,
is second to nobody's. We have anticipated a greht deal of work
by the United States Government by four or five yeers and
obtained the same results.

Mr. Brockwey: What have you done with that stuff?

Mr, Hubbert: What have we done? Some of it has been
published,

Mr., Brockway: What are examples of that?

Mr. Hubbert: As a personal example, I made & study in
1934 of technological unemployment in terms of certain industrial
factors which were known, and from thet I was eble to show that
the approximate all-time peak of industrial employment had to

be around 1920, and from then on into the future it would declins

unless you shortened working hours drestically. Z_[n other words,
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the total number of manhours in ocur industry reached an all-time
peak in 1920 and it had to do that and it had to keep on declin-
ing except insofar as we jacked up produgtion through extraordinary
measures, such as the present---and in other words, by unusual means,
such as thé present war.
Mr,. Brockway: Has anything of that sort---
Mr, Hubbert: (Interposing) May I finish this statement?
Mr. Brockwgy: Yes.
Mr. Hubbert: About four years after that t:l.ne,' the WPA
put a staff of some dozens of people on a job looking into the
same kind of thing, industry by industry. I have seen all of
those publicationé, it is a whole shelf of blue books in
peper binding. I have examined them. There is not one single
one of them that has not verified essentially what I wrote in
1934, and I was not guessing. I hed perfectly good informmation
when I wrote it. |
Within the last few wesks, the National Resources Planning
Board has been repeating some of theat material with ny own
writing for reference and verified my preductions in every single
industry that they have gone into, énd they showed me several dozens.
Mr. Brockway: Do you ows that'study to Technocracy Incorporated?
Mr. Hubbert: Entirely.
ir. Brockwaey: Did they finance it?

Mr. Hubbert: No, it was not finenced by them. I did it myself.



Mr. Brockway: You mean the 1nspiratioh came from them?

Mr. Hubbert: Yes.

Mr. Brockway: Could you name works of that sort done in
the last five years?

Mr. Hubbert: No, I cannot. There has not been very much
work of that kind published in the last five years. The group has
a lot of publications, but none of them are on that particuler
kind of thing.

Mr. Brockway: I did not mean on that subject.

Mr. Hubbert: They are more of current interest.

Mr. Brockway: Could you name a few of those?

Mr. Hubbert: The thing of most interest in the last three
or four years has been the largescale program of national defense.

Mr. Brockway: Is that contained in a‘little pamphlet ¢alled
"Total Mobilization™?

Mr. Hubbert: No, that i3 contained in about three or feur
magazines devoted to various aspects of the problem.

Mr. Brockway: You haven't any books?

Mr. Hubbert: No.

Mr. Brockway: In other words, there has not been mhch
regearch that has come out under the name of Technocracy, Incorporated?

¥Mr. Hubbert: Very little. The publications have been almost

entirely or predominantly, I would say, of the nature of house
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orga;ns; in other words, organization publications. You could
almost not call them publications in the sense of being dis-
tributed outéide the organization.

Mr, Bfockway: In other words, it has been educational
for its own organization rather than the publiec.

Mr, Hubbert: Predominantly. In fact, -a lot of stuff has
been written ‘for that puipose_, and even though it 'has been
printed, I would not regard it as a publication. It hes not
been for distribution to the publiec.

Mr. Lowrie: Can jou state how large a membership you have?

Mr. Hubbert: No.

Mr, Brockway: I wonder if we could receive your ideas on
the method of achleving your aims? You have ruled out the
politieal.

Mr. Hubbert: I have given them.

Mr. Brockway: Your educationsl program. You have agreed
the educational program is limited to its own membership?

Mr. Hubbert: That is right.

Mr. Brockway: And it is a rather small group?

Mr. Hubbert: Predominantly.

Mr. Brockway: Which you deseribed as the most intelligent--

Mr, Hubbert: (Interposing) I believe you described it that

Mr. Brockway: No, I am using your words.
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Mr. Hubbert: No, I was speaking quite broadly. I was not
speaking of this prganization. I was saying in sny social
organization, thaﬁ wheh a problem comes up, a number of people
start thinking about it and by an interchange of ideas, the
more intelligent emerge.

Mr. Brockway: You have in your own mind a plan and you
and these other people-~-I 3o not want to involve them. You.
are educating your own membership in that plan. What is your
view of the next step? How does that ever come into being?

Mr. Hubbert: It comes inte being automatically. It depends
entirely upon what events happen when the next step is ieady.
-In other wordg, you are asking me what would I do in 1955.

I haven't the remotest idea. |

Mr. Brockway: Well, we know what you are doing now.

Mr., Hubbert: That is right.

Mr. Brockway: 7You are engaging in education.

Mr, Hubbert: That is‘rightu

Mr. Broockway: Of a selected group.

Mr, Hubbert: That is right.

Mr. Brockway: But it is not quite c¢lear how you would
bring about the aimg-e«-

Mir. Hubbert: (Interposing) I did not say I would bring
anything about.

Mr. Brockway: Have you any interest in bringing these

aims about?
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Mr., Hubbert: I have an 1ntezjost in séeing thgm brought about.
I haven't any interest in bringing them about ﬁself, if you
mean that I would go out as en individual, . After all, the
only thing I can do- is atﬁdy, ‘think and write end talk. That
is thé only operation I ¢an iﬁdulge in. From that time on
out, the problem from there on out is what other peoﬁle do,
not whét I do. | | :

Mr, Brockwey: When the aims you l;avé in mind come into
being automatically, rogurd.l‘eas ccl‘ ydﬁ and your,grohp‘_and |
anybody else, how do you visualize t_he sitﬁation in this
oounffy pbl:ltical'ly, econcmically, and socially? Do you
expect to frind prefty' drastic changes in our imstitutional
getup? | |

Mr. Hubbert: Whether I exist or whether Technocracy
exists, either one, I expect quite marked changes in the
institutional setuﬁ .:ln the next 20 yeers, quite as marked as
have happened in the last ten years and possibly more so.

Mr. Brockway: What do you think is the future of demo-
cracy in this country?

Mr. Hubbert: About the same as in the past.

Mr, Brockway:. Do you expect the electoral systeﬁ to be
radically changed?

Mr. Hubbert: It hes been in the past and I expect it
will be in the future.

Mr. Brockway: Do you expect the vote to be limited?
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Mr. Hubbert: I do not know,

Mr. Brockway: Do you think it would be desirable to limit
the vote?

Mr. Hubbert: Let us put it this way: When this group
of 13 States was organized, under the existing Constitution
a very small fraction of the existing citizens were permitted
to vote and that small fraction was permitted to vote bacause
there was a small minority who did not dare let the rest of
them vote. In fact, one of the major issues of the Constitu-
tional Convention was over that problem. It was only slowly
and painfully that the change of suffrage was made. All right.
Some soclal devices were found to ocounteract that, so, in other
words, you let them vote but you pulled the teeth out of the vote
and we have now arrived at a situation that we have something
like 3,000,000 federal employees, none of whom were
elected politically and, in fact, the only Federal employess
that I can discover that are elected at the present moment are
members of Congress, the President and the Vice President; so,
we heve done an excellent Job of eliminating suffrage right
now. In other words, at the present time we carry out sﬁrfraso
as a sort of a fiction. It is a device for appearing to have
popular election. And we do nothing of the sort with the excep-~
tion of these particular officials that I nemed. We get around
that by not permitting most of those officials very much power.

The people with power are hot elected, that is. most of them.
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Mr. Brockway: You would admit that the elected officials
have considerable power over us, wouldn't you?

Mr., Hubbert: As individuals, yes. They can put the spot-
light on an individual and make that individual uncomfortable
by political procedures, but they haven't much powsr over the
United Sﬁates Government as a whole.

Mr. Brockway: I do not msén as individuals. I mean
Congresé itself can create or deétiqy a new agency and it
could_limif the power of any agency.

Mr, Hubbert: To a limited extent, end the safety valve
on that 1s_théi'if the administration of the country gets too
bad, conéress does not last. In other words, the only way in
the world the public can get back at the GPA is by, voting for
éhe other guy for Gongresé in the‘next election, and that is
precisgly what théy d4id in the last election. That is, political
heads rolled. in the last election because that was the only
possible way the public had to do to express its dislike for
something thet did not have anything to do with Congress.

Mr, Bro¢kway: Do you think that some other actual power
should be brought into Government than the prosént power?

Kr, Hubbert: No, I do not know anything about what the
present power is or any "actual power", The Government of any
country is of its own people.. The only question that is
involved is an optimum method of organization. If you wgnx to

know if I think the existing Federal Govermment is the optimum
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government organization the answer is "No",

Mr. Brockway: Would you like to indicate what would be your
idea of the best arrangément?

Mr. Hubbert: Why, the best arrangement would be that
arrangement which is geared or which is organized to operate a
large complex of integrated industriai egquipment so as to
deliver, keep that equipment running and to deliver its product
'to the people without getting stopped pericdieally end without
one part of it getiing balled up and gumming up the other part.
In other ﬁords, in order not to have onme part impeding the
"other part. In other words, it should be coordinated as a
governmental structure so that when the chiefs of'various bfanches
decided to do & certain thing they could at least get it dope.

Mr, Brockwey: That Qbunds like an engineering planning
job, |

Mr, Hubbert: I thinf it 1s necessary. After all, we are
running machinery in this country.

Mr.‘Biockway: How would you get’your engineers into tﬁe
position that they could do that job?

Mr. Hubbert: When the country gets into a bad enough situa-
tion, when it wants them,

Mr. Brockweay: When it wants them, how does it express that?

Mr. Hubbert: When the people of the United States decide
they want that sort of thing, I have no doubt they will take

practical action for getting it.
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Mr. Brockway: Through the ballot?

Mr. Hubbert: Presumably.

Mr. Brockway: You mean they will vote for engineers?

Mr. Hubbert: They might vote for a constitutional amendment.

Mr. Brockway: But not for enginners?

Mr. Hubbert: I do not know. I mean you are going into
questions I cannot answer. All I em saying is that our existing
governmental structure is not doing a very good job of running
an industrial complex. We know perfectly well that it is
possible to have social organizations that could do a better
job. It would not be done until the citizenry of the country,

-of the region concerned, becomes sufficiently interested in it,
and when they do become sufficiently interested, I have no
doubt whatever they will take proper steps and, what is more, it
need not be drastic. It could be very simple.

Mr. Brockways W®hat would be the nature of the constitutional
amendment that you mention?

Mr. Hubberts Simply the adoption of & new Constitution.

¥r. Brockway: What would be the nature of the new Consti-
tution?

Mr. Hubbert: A Constitution compatable with the organization
built along functional lines to operate equipment and distribute
| goods.

Mr. Dunaway: Do you think that the functions of the Govern-
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ment should be limited to the operation of the industrial
complex?

Mr. Hubbert: Not at all. In the sense that I use that
term, that is rather all-inclusive, industrial complex automtic~-
ally includes the people. In other words, I would like to
see a govermnment that has the power to do something rather
than one that merely haé the power to get itself stuck in
Tanglefoot.

‘Mr. Brockway: Tanglefoot with a capital®t"?

Mr. Hubbert: Right. |

Hr. Dunaway: The goveznmentiyeu'would like-to see would be
a government with more power than the present 6ne?

Mr. Hubbeft: Decidedly so; combine in the United States
Government powers held by the big corporations. I am tremend-
ously impressed with the example of the Government's fear of
big corponatiqqs. I sometimes wonder who is more important,
Standard 0il or the United States Government, for a perfectly
good reason. A big corporation is a very effective organiszation,
but it is not operating in the interest ordimarily of the
citizenry. It is operating on entirely other criteria, so I
would like to see the effectiveness of big corporations
incorporated into the actual operating structure----the effective-
ness and power of big corporations inéorporated into the structure
of our national government. In other words, I would like to see

A
a Government that tryly represeats the public on one side and
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on the other side had the power to really get things done.
er. Dunaway: I cannot imegine a government that has

more power than our present Government which I had always

understood hed the ultimate power in the United States.

Mr. Hubbert: It hasn't, not by a long sight. The United
States Government cannot even work in a State without permise~
. sion.

Mr. Brockway: They can take all of the boys out of the
States though.

Mr. Hubbert: They may do that but they go into the State
for a large class of things with their hat_in their hand, and
by invitation. What I am getting at is that our presemt
United States Government does not have a great deal of power.

Mr. Dunaway: What additional power could you give the
United States Government that it now lacks?

Mr. Hubbert: Give it the power to run all of the industrial
equipment that is now.run by so-called private industry or
private corporations. I woula give it the power to own the
houses in Washington ingtead of letting the landlords own them
If you did that, you would not have a housing problem in
thhingtoﬁ. If the District of Columbia were owned by the
United States Government,lthere would be a possibility of a
modicum of competent administration.

Mr. Dunaway: But couldn't the United States Government pur-

chase the District of Columbia or all of the houses in it if the
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people in the United States wanted the Government to do that?

Mr. Hubbert: Could it? Well, yves, it could, I suppose,
but nobody outside the District of Columbia is interested.
I mean, as far as I see, it is irrelevant.

kr. Dunaway: Isn't that in a sense, at least, a rejection
of govermment through a Congress, a duly elected Congress,
representing the people as a whole and a government in which .
Congress has its staff which is, in effect, what the Federal
enployees are carrying out, that is, the wishes of Congress?

Mr. Hubbert: Well, my 6n1y point is they are doing a very
poor job. Either the wishes of Congress do not_émount to much
or the staff. I have never seen as badly e&n admiﬁisteréd city
as Washington and I have been in several cities. | |

Mr. Dunaway: Of course, the District of Columbia is a
special problem.

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, and & very badly run one.

Mr. Dunaway: So, it is not a good one to talk about
because it is unique.

Mr. Hubbert: I think it is an excellent one.

Mr. Dunaway: It is unique in that there is no other commun=
ity in the United States like it.

Mr. Hubbert: And we hope there never will be.

Mr. Dunaway: But I think we are getting into irrelevancy.
1 was struck by something you said a little earlier. You said

that the Govermment of the future, in your view, in effect, would



of Standard 0il and DuPont and various andisundry other corpora-
tions.

Mr. Brockway: Totalitarian, as a generic term, would
cover the sort of government you are picturing?

Mr. Hubbert: The term totalitarianism is very specific.
It refers to types of government which exist in Germany and
Italy. |

Mr. Brockway: and Russia?

Mr. Hubbert: Not Russia. The word "totalitarian", as
used in common pariance, does not include Russia, and that is
exactly what has happened. You have got tbé ma jor corporations
with duai entities. They become the government. Government
officials and corporation officials are one and the same thing
in Germany and Italy.

Mr. Brockway: And they are not in Russia?

Mr. Hubbert: No.

Mr. Brockway: There has been'complefe fusion of monetary---

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) It is not a monetary corpofation.

Mr. Brockway: How do you distinguish the Russian system
from the system you are picturing for the United States, or
would they be very similar?

Mr; Hubbert: No. So far as I know, they would be quite
different. Of course, I speak partly in ignorance because I

do not know a great deal &bout the existing structure in Russia

32
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but the type of administration that I have in mind would certain-
ly bc; a governmental administration which was directly tied to
the operation of equipment and whose ma jor objective would be
operational and without any of the financial considerations

that we have either at the present time, or, so far as I know,

in Russia. Russia still operates on a finencial system,

I velieve. 1In other words, they still have their state corpora=-
tions. I have read very little about Russia, and I speak con-
siderably out rof ignomance.

Mr. Brockway: You would not have state coxfporai:ions here?

Mr. ﬁubberts No.

Mr. Brockway}' How would you run the oil business in this
country under the plaﬁ you are describing? |

Mr. Hubbert:. :Simply have the 0il division of the govern=-
ment in charge of it.

Mr. Brockway: How would that be distinguished from a
corporation, a Russian corporation'?»

Mr. Hubbert: That I do not know, because I do not know
exactly how a Russian corporation works. Anyhow, the o0il
industry in this country is the best integrated major industry
we have now. It is far superior to coal, for example, but
that infegmtion that they have already achieved is all in
that direction, but instead of it being run by a series of
corporations acting as rather large states in themselves, I

simply visumlize combining the entire ‘operation into a branch



of the Government.

Mr. Brockway: How would you mediate between different
branches running a competing industry, say, the coal and the
0il businesses?

Mr. Hubbert: There would not be any competing. That is
‘exactly what I am interested in getting away from, that is,
competition. There is no competition inside any mejor
operating unit that owns a number of things like that. It
is a matter of allocation; whether coﬁl is better or oil is
better for this job; if shipping and hauling-distances are
farther; the policy with regard to conservation. We have several
times as much coal as we have oil reserve, and questions of
me jor policy would be: What are we going to do with the oil?
Shall we burn it up at this rate? Should we limit it only to
these special uses, ﬁse coal for something else? Those are
not business problems. .

Mr. Brockway: You get into some political decisions
near the top, don't you?

Mr. Hubbert: I do not think so.

Mr. Bfocbway: So whether the standard of living ought
to include some of the silly things that the American advertis-
ing puts over on us or whether we should have a fairly sober
life that allowed no part of ;ur national income to go into
liquor making, for example-=~-

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) They might be political in that



broad sense, in the sense of whether your policies that are
adopted are popular, are liked popularly or not liked popularly,
if the decision was made that had a popular adverse reaction,
you might call that a political consideration.

Mr. Brockways: Would that be deterﬁined by the same technic=-
ians, or would you have ==--

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) There are excellent ways of
determining that, just the same way the manufacturer now Judges
whethery a thing is popular or not. A manufacturer puts out
an automobiie and he has some véfy sensitive ways of knbwing that
car is going over or not, and I can say we have bery accurate
ways of determining thet right now. |

Mr. Brockway: Give the people what they want, that would
be the job of the Government?

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, within the framework of the resources
and of certﬁin industrial requirements, and furfhermore it is
perfectly easy to satisfy human wants, extremely easy, once
you pass the subsistence level.

Mr. Brockway: Has anyone else any questions on this line?

Mr. Dunaway: May I ask two questions?

Would the group of technicians in your plan be elected
technicians By the broadest possible suffrage?

Mr. 3ubbert: Before I answer that question, permit me to
make this insertion into the record, that this entire discussion

for the last half hour or more pertains to a hypothetical
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social question which does not ‘exist other than the speculation

of various individuals, so when you say "my structure™ end

that kind of thing, what you are really talking about is broadly
the type of thinking that I have done a:bou‘l; practical ways of
solving existing problems. Beyond that, we are not talking

about my structure or anybody's structure. We are simply
discussing what you might call possible designs of social structures
~to f£it in with American problems, and I would like that clearly |
understood.

Bew, your question was what?

Mr. Dunaway: Does what yoﬁ imve said here today reflect
your views?

Mr. Hubbert: It reflects some thinking that I have done,
yes, And as far as I kmow, thinking is not yet illegal.

Mr. Dunaway: That is all.

Mr. Lowrie: I would like to know if you could give me a
little better explanation of the reasons for not being willing
to describe the character of the group, as such, aside from your
individual views?

Mr. Hubbert: I can 'tell you very simply; I happen to be
called up here this morning on some very obscure charges. None-
theless, those charges heppen to involve my perscnal reputation
and my professional career. Now, that happens to be very serious
to me, if it isn't to anybody slse. I am being cross-examined

here by a group of people. What will be done with what I am



saying, I haven't the remotest idea. Z;% this point two sentenses
in stenotype report are garbled. Mr. Hubbert does not remember
what was saiqi7 Actually, there have been no charges made
against me. There aren't any charges against me now, nor never
have been.

The charges that are being made and the discussion of this
group is enfirely directed toward a corporation of fhe State
of New York. That investigation or that kind of investiga=
tion has never been made through direct legal chamnels. Now,
if action is going to be taken==~- The Civil Service Commis~
sion has arbitrarily issued an order, sction has already been
taken, in & sense, that involves me in fhe menner indicﬁted.
That is a very serious performance, and since it is a legal
operation, I want the legelity of it understood; and if that
aspect of things is going to be-~~- In other words, if charges
are going to be made against Technocracy, Incorporated, those
charges must be made through proper channels and with the
proper legal formalities, and that has not been done.

Mr. Lowrie: We will confine it to a very much more limited
question. We have a Civil Service body that has made a finding.
We heve to determine what we shall do.

Mr. Hubbert: All right, that is 0.K.

Mr. Lowrie: 8o, we are trying to get from you enough about
these charges that have beén made in order to make a determination.
We have ﬁot the time to investizate Technocracy; so, we are

trying to find out from you what is the basis of the finding



made by the Commission.

Mr. Hubbert: Weil, I should say that----or perhaps I had
better go back further and say, I do not know what the finding
made by the Commission is. I wish they would enlighten me.
Until I know and until charges are preferred, I am in the dark.
If the Civil Service Commission would prefer charges, then I
would have something to go on. As it is now, I have nothing
whatever. In other words, the Civil Service Commission sa&s
I belong to a corporation, which corporation the Civil Service
Commission somshow or another disapproves of. That is the
gist of the whole business. So if that is the charge, the
plea is guilty. I belong to that orgenizetion, end I am going
to remain.

Mr. Brockway: I would like to ask ome or two more ques-
tions. Do you feel that in eny period in this future trend that
you see it might be advisable for a group that had a clear ides
of what to do.to seize power?

Mr. Hubbert: No.

Mr. ‘Brockway: ' You disagree then with Technocracy's
suggestion that at some point it might be desirable to start
in by & coup d'etat?

Mr. Hubbert: Technocracy has never made any suggestion
of any kind anywhere like that. If that is the charge, that
will have to be sustained in court, and it camnot be done.

Mr. Brockway: That is your own----. We are not talking about
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Mr. Hgbbert: But your statement included a statement or
imputed to an organization a position which that organization
has never taken.

Mr. Brockway: It ought to be in the record he states it
never----

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) All right.

Mr. Brockway: Do you reject the fundamenteal tenet of
democracy that men are equal? | \

Mr. Hubbqrtz Yes, if that be the fundamental tenet of

democracy, I say I reject that flatly.
/[Statement about war objectives by Mr. Dunaway omitted/

I would like to sey this on the record, that I have had
a fair amount of contacts with varioustovernment investigators
around here investigating my colleagues. Now, I have beqn under
the impression that our colleague was Russia in the war and
that our enemy was the fascist nmations. Out of some dozen or
fifteen Civil Service examiners that I have talked to, all but
one have solicitously inquired whether the person being investi-
gated had Communistic tendencies or leanings. Only one has ever
asked whether the person had fascist leanings or tendencies,
so that mekes me wonder which side we are fighting on after that
experience. I am not sure. I thought we were fighting on the
side of Russia, but I sometimes wonder.

Mr. Brockway: I-think we have still an area to cover, and

that is perhaps a little more-==--
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Mr. Hubbert=‘ (Interposing) Before we go on to another
area, I too have a letter from the Civil Service and mine does
go on the record. Here is a letter dated June 13, 1939, from
the United States Civil Service Commission. It is to Mr. C. K.
Duryee, Clerks Box, United States Post Office, Pasadeps, California.
"Dear ¥r. Duryee:

"Reference is made to your letter of April 21, 1539,
regarding ydur interest in an organization imown as Technocracy,
Incorporated. It is noted you inquife whether or not it
is permissible for you‘to participate in the following acﬁivi;
ties of the organization:

"1. Answer questions at thei} local meetings;

"2. Contribute money to their various funds;

"3. Be an officer in the organization;

“4. Give public lectures;

"S5. Write articles concerning it;

"6. Inscribe its symbol on your car.

"After'careful consideration of the matter, the Commission
does not believe, judging from the printed information issued
by Technocracy, Incorporated, that the above mentioned activities
in which you wish to participate in connection wikh your interest
in thet organization would be & violation of section 1 of Civil
Service Rule I, as it is umnderstood that Technocracy, Incorporated
is not & political organization. However, in engaging in any

activity in connection with any organization, employees in the
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classified service must avoid becomi;lg embroiled in political
issues or comiting any act which, of itself, would con_stitute
a violation of the politicai activity rule.

"For your information, there is enclosed a copy of the
political activity eci rculér, Form 1236.

"By direction of the Commission

"Very respectfully,
"William C. Hull,
¥Executive Assistant.;* ‘

Mr. Brockwa.y: The aree that I Had in mind w_a's a little
more information on your comection with Technocracsr, Iﬁcbrporated,
and the role you play in it. You have indicafed that you
had a good-deal to do with getting Mr. Scott to ﬁove in the
direction of forming Technocracy, Inéorporat‘ed, in the early
30's.

Mr. Hubbert: Yes.

Mr. Brochay: You have been a member since then?

Mr. Hubbert: I have been a member since the corporation
was formed, that is right.

Mr. Brockway: Have you held any office in the organization?

Mr. Hubbert: | Yes, I am secretary.

Mr. Brockway: How did you get that position?

Mr. Hubbert: I was a founding member. I was a member of

the Board of Governors that founded the organization.



Mr. Brockway: You would not want to say how the Boafd of
Governors was chosen?

Mr. Hubbert: It was chosen--~ The Board of Governors
founded the organigzation.

Mr. Brockway: So they chose themselves?

Mr. Hubbert: That is right. They were the officials
of an organization. Thex'were the only members.

Mr. Brockways How is the Board of Governors chosen now,
would you care to say that?

Mr. Hubbert: I do not remember.

Mr. Brockﬁay: You do not know=--

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) Tﬁat is in the by-laws which

are obtainable in the State of New York.
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Mr. Brockway: Have you ever voted for members, for officers

of this organization?

Mr. Hubbert: Not in the sense of a formal election. My
advice has been given with regard to officers.:

Mr. Brockway: Whom did you advise?

Mr. Hubbert: The Board of Govemor#.

Mr. Brockway: And the Board of Governors appoints the
officers?

Mr. Hubbert: Yes.

Mr. Brockway: You do not know what the length of your term

is as secretary? Is it yearly or for life?

Mr. Hubbert: It is indefinite.
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Mr. Brockway: It is indefinite?

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, until the Board of Governors decides
they want a new secretary.

Mr. Brockway: Are you on the Board of Governors?

Mr. Hubbert: I was, yes.

Mr. Broclway: You are not now?

Mr. Hubbert: I do not know whether I am or not.

Mr. Brockway: The Board of Governors never meets?

Mr. Hdbbért: Yes, it meets.

Mr. Brockway: But you have not attended a meeting since
the war began?

Mr. Hubbert; Yes, I have attended meetings since the war
began.

Mr. Brockway: Have you had any strong disagreement with
the Board of Governors on any issue?

Mr. Hubbert: Occasionally.

Mr. Brockway: Have you lost out in thdse disagreements?

Mr. Hubbert: No. |

Mr. Brockﬁay: So that your view has prevailed pretty much?

Mr. Hubbert: No, I would not say that; I would say that
I am very much interested in the organization and my view
prevails to the extent that I would rather be in than out.
I could resign any day that I want to. I can be thrown out
any day.

Mr. Brockway: By the Board of Governors?



Mr. Hubbert: That is right.

Mr. Brockway: Who are not elected?

Mr. Hubbert: I do not remember.

Mr. Brockway: Do you pay dués?

Mr. Hubbert: Well, I suppose=== I do not know whether
I have or not. I have domated perhaps several hundred
dollars but I do not think I have paid formal dues.

Mr. Brockway: Several hundred dollars over these=-=-

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) Over these last ten years or
so. I do not know whether that would show on the books as
dues. I would say my financial contributions are somewhat
in excess of what my dues would have been.

Mr. Brockway: Of course, your position is a little differ~
ent from the ordiﬁary member, isn't it, since you were one of
the founding fathers?

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, that is right; that is right.

Mr. Brockway: I suppose you would not want to answer the

question whether the democratic principle of elections prevails

or whether that is based pretty much on the leadership principle?

Mr. Hubbert: No, I do not think I do. I think again you
are going into organization matters which I do not think are

appropriate to this occasion.

44.

Mr. Brockway: Do you have any further questions in connection

with this discussion?

Mr. Dunaway: Do you care to say whether there have been
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any other offices or activities in which you have engaged for
Technocracy Incorporated?

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, I have written a few odds and ends
for the literature of the organization; a study on menhours,
& study of technological unemployment or employment as you
like. I wrote another paper once on thermodynamic method of
house heating. I wrote a book review of a book by Wilcox
on agrobiology, and there may be a few other odds and ends.

Mr. Dunaway: Have you lectured for the organization or
spoken in public meetings?

Mr. Hubbert: On occasions.

Mr. Dunaway: When was the last occasion, approximately?

¥r. Hubbeft: 4 ocouple of years ago, maybe. l

Mr. Brockway: Have you solicited for new members?

Mr. Hubbert: No.

Mr. Brockway: Have you attempted to persuade anyone,
anybody to join?

Mr. Hubbert: No.

Mr. Brockway: Does anybody do that in the organization?

Mr. Hubbert: I suppose it is done, but it is not a genefal
organization policy. In other words, it takes two things to
have a member join the organization: one is the consent of the
menber and the other is the oons;nt of the organization. In
this case, both are required.

Mr. Dunaway: Has your relationship to the organization
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changed in any way since you became a Federal employee?

Mr. Hubbert: Not formally, no. It has changed to. the
extent that I have only been in New York two or three times
in the last year, but when I was in New York I never worked
for the organization. I mean my relations wei'e entifely that
of a citizen of New York who once in a couple of weeks or so
was called to headquarters for consultation about something
or another. I have never been an employee of the 6£ganization.
My work is emtirely voluntary. My rglatioﬁship with the
erganization is the same &s my connection with the Methodist
Church. They'collect money; It is & voluntary organization
and I am & membez; entirely on my own.

Mr. Duneway: My question was directed more to what, if
any changes have been mede since you have been a Federal
employee?

Mr. Hubbert: To this extent: When. I was in New York,
- I would give a lecture occasionally. Since I have been a Federal
employee, I have not. When I was in New York, I did some writing.
Since I have been a Federal employee, I have not. In other words,
my association with the corporation since 1 have been a Federal
employee has been practically nil.

Mr. Duneway: Is the office of secretary a nominel office?

Mr. Hubbert: No. It is an actual office.. It involves
keeping certain records and signing certain papers.

Mr. Dunaway: You have discharged the duties of that office



Since you have been a Federal employee?

Mr. Hubbert: Yes. I occasionally receive papers to sign.
If you wonder what the duties of that office involve, they
involve signing bank accounts, statements, or once in a while
e section charter and a few odds and ends of that sort, plus
consultation on more serious matters once in a while by mail,
sometimes in person if I hapren to be in New York.

Mr. Brockways Does that reference %o banking.indicate
you also perform as if you were treasurer?

Mr. Hubbert: No. Our bank accounts all require double
or triple signatures, and I am one of the signatories in setting
up bank accounts. |

kir. Brockway: But you charter new chapters?

Mr. Hubbert: As secretary of the corpdratiqn 1l signa
charter for a new section. It is a standard form om which 1 put
my name at the bottom of the page saying "XYZ Section has been
authorized.”

-Mr. Brockway: Is that done by you, the authorization, or
is that done by a vote of the Board of Gofexnors.

Mr..Hubbert: That is just a formality. It is done by
the Board of Governors. I simply sign the piece of paper.

Mr. Brockway: Are there any further questions, Mr. Lowris,
in relation to the organization or its activities?

Mr. Lowries I understood you are unwilling to state the

number of members or how many sections there are?
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Mr. Hubbert: I am both unwil}ing and unable. Perhaps
the answer that would satisfy you the most is that I do not
know, but if I did know I would still be unwilling because
that is, again, going into matters that I do not think involves
or concerns this inquiry. That information cen be obtained
through proper channels. My point is that this is not the
proper channel. |

Mr. Brockway: Would you say whether, in your own view,
you have engaged in aﬁy subversive or un-American activities?

Mr. Hubbert: Never. |

Mr. Brookway: While a Federal employee?

Mr. Hubbert: Never then or any other’ time.

Mr. Brockway: Have you engaged in any activities which,
in any way, would impede the prosecution of thé war?

Mr. Hubbert: HNot the slightest.

Mf. Brockway: Would you like to say anything about your
attitude toward the war?

Mr. Hubbertz. It seems almost superfluous. The only thing,
if we are getting back now to myself, my personal history
involves, on both sides of my femily, pioneer Americans dating
back to about the 17th Century, and they have been pioneers
from the beginning. They went West and.took the country away
from the Indiens, so I am'simply a native American and exercis-
ing the right of an American to be both intelligent and vocal.

My dominant concern, and only concern now or ever has been, is
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for the welfare of my own country. At the present moment, I
have no interest other than getting this war over and for
its successful conclusion. Aside from that my interest is in
the internal well~being of our country.

Mr. Brockway: Have you written anything which would indi-
cate what your views of the war afe?

Mr. Hubbert: I have never written anything about the
war. I have not written anything since the war started.

Mr. Brockway: You read the pamphlet "Total MoWilization",
I believe? |

Mr. Hubbert: Yes.

Mr. Brockway: Is there any indication in that pamphlet---

Mr. Hubberts (Interposing) I say I have read it; I have
seen it. I have glanced at it hastily. I do not know what is
in it.

Mr. Brockway: You did not write it?

Mr. Hubbert: No.

Mr. Brockway: Is there any irplication in that that we
will go from total mobilization to a new system in whiche-- -

Mr. Hubbert: (Interposing) No, I do not think so. That
program, as I have read it, very explicitly states that this
proposal is strictly a war proposal. The date of its cessation is
given as the end of the war, and then we are right back where we
started off. I think they even used thé words "put in cold

storage” our present business structure for the duration.
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"A quick freeze", perhaps was the term they used, and all bank
acoounts start in precisely where they were left off when the
war is‘over. I believe that is very explicitly stated in that
pamphlet.

Mr. Brockway: Then, you go back to normaley?

Mr., Hubbert:® As far as you can after a war. In otger
words, we cannot go back to where we were but as close as can
be.

Mr. Brockway: Are there any further questions?

Mr. Dunaway: T think it would be helpful-to hafe some éore
information about your career and qualificafions and,so forth,
if you would like to make a sort of genéfal statement on that.

Mr. Hubbert: -Yes, I would be very.happy to.

Mr. Dunaway: Incidentally, while you are makiﬁg that
statement, I personally would like to know about the five or
six other organizations that you said you also belonged to.

Mr. Hubbert: Yes, I would be glad to give you a list of
those. I am a member of the American Institute of Mining amd
Metallurgical Engineers. I am a Fellow of the Geological Society
of America; a member of the American Statist&cal Association.
I am a member of the American Geophysical Union; a member of
the Eastern Section of the Seismological Society of America.

I am a past member of the National Research Council, and I
suppose I might add the Methodist Church.

Mr. Dunaway: I think that is very pertinent. Are you a
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Mr. Hubbert: That is just aﬁout the list. If not, I have
forgotten them. I mean, I would not swear I have not skipped
one somewhere.

Mr. Dunaway: If you have forgotten one, would it be of
the same general nature as the ones that you have given?

Mr. Hubbert: Yes.

Mr. Dunaway: You were going to give us-same sort of a
genei'al statement about yourself, your education, training,
and experience.

Mr. Hubbert: I am from pioneer dmerican ancestry. My
immediafe forebears helped take the country away from the
Indians, moving progressively westward. I was born in central
Texas, San Saba County, October 5, 1903.

Aside from local high schoél, I attended college two
years in Weatherford College, Weatherford, Texas; the same
school that Congressman Lanhem attended, who used to be a
.friend of mine. I went from there to the University of
Chicago, and I attended the University of Chicago from about
January, 1924, until December, 1930, with the exception of one
yeer, when I worked for an oil company in Texas. |

Mr. Dunaway: Did you have advanced degrees?

Mr. Qubbert: Yes.

Mr. Dunaway: You did not indicate, or at least I did not

hear that.
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Mr. Hubbert: No, I have not indicated. My training
is primarily in physical science.

Mr. Dunaway: I would like the record to show your degrees.

¥r. Hubbert: Degrees: The degrees that I have are '
Bachelor of Science, Master of Science, and Ph.D., all from
the University of Chioago.

My training is in the broad field of physical science.
That includes chemistry, mathematies, physics and géology.

I have taught geology and geophysics for a total of about 12
years in the University of Chicago and Columbia University.

Mr. Dunaway: What rank didlyou have at Columbia when you
left the teaching profession?

| Mr. Hubbert: Instructor,‘which is why I left.

I have published something like 300 pages of scientific
material in rather a variety of fields and a certain miscellany
of things in social phenomena, one of which is an article con-
tained in the Advanced Management, about September, 1941.

Mr. Brockway: Did you ever have any training in economics?

Mr. Hubbert: Formally, no; actually, yes. I have read an
enormous amount of economic theory and have a rather wide
acquaintance with people interested in that sort of thing.

Mr. Brockway: And a considerabls part of your writing has
been in that field?

Mr. Hubbert: No, I would not say that. I would say it

has been in social phenomena. The distinction is important.
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In other words, economics is & particular mode of analysis
of social phenomena. My method of analysis is distinctly not
economics in the orthodox end conventional sense.

Mr. Brockway: All the Subject matter is that which is
generally handled by economisfs?

Mr. Hubbert: Subject matter--- I have gone somewhat into
monetary theory, forced into it from the approach of "Why
did machinery shut down; why did men’go into the bfeadlines
under certain conditions®, but formal training in economics,
no.

Mr. Dunaway: Can the record show some of the publications
. you have written for?

Mr. Hubbert: The publications I have wiritten for?

Mr. Brockway: If you will give the name of the maéaziné
and date. ’

Mr. Hubbert: Well, here is an article thé titlé of which
is "Economic Transition and its Humen Cons equences”, published
in &dvanced Management for July - September, 1941. This is . the
official jou;nal of the Soclety for the Advancemént of M;nage-
ment. This prticular paper was prepared originally as a memo-
randum for Morris L. Cook of the OPM who decided to have it
printed. It was Xr. Cook who decided to have this paper printed,
I was informed later. The editor who published it was Mr.
Ordway Tead of Harpers.

Mr. Dunaway: Ordway Tead is Chairmen of the New York City



- Board of Education?

Mr. Hubbert: Yes. In other words, I wrote this as a
private memorendum for Mr. Cook. It was given to him in response
to certain questions he asked me, certain information he wanted.
He read it over several tiﬁes and wrote back he had decided to
have it printed, and there it is.

_ Mr..Dunaways May 1 ask you one mox;e question about it?

Mr. Hubberté Yes.

Mr. Dunaway{ To what extent does this article reflect your
general views or, putting the question again, suppose soméone
wanted to learn what your general views are, would this indicate
them?

Mi‘. Hubbert: That article is the epitom)?yoi' some very
important work I have done. .

‘Mr. Dunaway: Could a man who read this article form a
judgment as to what your views were?

¥r. Hubbert: I certainly did -n'ot write that article with
my fingers crossed. When I sign a piece of paper, I mean it.
That goes for the record. I do no£ write things I do not
believe. Now, if I make a mistake and somebody can show me
I have made a mistake, I am the first person in the world to
retract it.

Er. Dunaway: How good a picture would one get from this

article of your general views of the subjecte with which it is

concerned? Or does it reflect only a small portion of your views?
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Mr. Hubbert: It reflects only a small portion of my
views. After all, I have numerous views on numerous subjects,
but that reflects some of my best thinking on a particular
problem. | .

Hex'-e is ‘another article of a somewhat jourmalistic nature
called "Future Ore Supply and Geophysical Prospecting™, written
at the request of the editor of the Engineering and Mini.ng
Journal, published in Jhnuary,.1934. This pertains.to the
exhaustabllity of metal resources and some of the implications
of that fact. _

" Here is another paper by myself and Professor Frank A.
Melton of the University of Oklahoma, the title of which is
"Gravity Anomalies and Petroleum Explorations by the Gravitational
Pendulum®". This pertainsvto certain metheds of lccating oil.

That was published by the American Association of
Petroleum Geologists.

Here is another paper entitled "Theory of Scale Models

as Applied t(;- the Study of Geologic Structures”, published >by the
Geologieal Society of America in 1937. This paper contains
far more than I can tell you.

Here is still another paper called "The Theory‘of Ground-
Water Motion", published by the Jourmel of Geology, in 1940.
This is 159 pages of very technical material.

Here is still another one entitled "The Place of Geophysics



in a Department of Geology™, published by the American Institute
of Mining and Metallurgical Engineers.in 1938. This is dealing
with & very important educational problem, technical education.

Here is a paper entitled "Isostaéy - A Critical Review",
published by myself and F. A. Melton, in 1930, by the Journal
of Geology. .

Here is still another paper which is entitled "The Results
of Earth Resistivity - A Survey on Variogs Geologic Structures
in Illinois", published by_the American Institute of Mining
and Metallufgical Engineers, in 1932. As part of this record,
-I mighf 1nt§rpo§e fight here that for a period of seven or
eight years I was in charge of geophysical explorations for the
State of Illinois. Some of that work is just now being
published by our Unitéd States Geological Suryey. It is in the

press right now and is a major publication, a professional

L
paper. .

Here is another paper entitled "A Suggestion for the
Simplification of Fault Descripfions", published by the Journal
of Geology in’1927. '

Here is another paper entitled "Location of Faults in
Hardin County, Illimols, by the Barth Resistivity Method",
published by the American Institute of Mining and Metallurgical
Engineers, in 1934.

Here is a paper entitled "Electrical Profiles in Gaps in

New Jersey Trap.Ridges", published by the American Journal of
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Science, in 1934.

There may be some more that I haven't got here, and I
think there are.

Mr. Dunaways But they are of this general nature?

Mr. Bubbert: That plus a few of these odds and ends
I mentioned earlier that I had written for Technocracy that 1
do not have copies of+ One is entitled ®lManhours - a Declining
Quantity." Another, I velieve, was entitled "Determining the
Most Probable”™. A third was entitled "Thermodynamié Method
of Heating."

Mr. Brbckway: Would you like to sdy a few words about
your activities with the Board, what field you have been cover-~
ing and what are your\chief.contributions?

Mr. Bubberts I think Dr. Gould is thé person who is
more qualified to say that than I am as Dr. Gould is my
supe rvisor. |

ll)r...Gould; I think you had better make the statement,
and I will check it and:correct you if you are wrong. This
is your record.

Mr. Hubbert: All right. I have been in charge of certain
studies in mineral resources and minerﬁl geology. When I came
to the Board, I was supposed to be in ocharge of that sort of
study for thé British Empire. That was about the time the Board
was undergoing a reorganization which happened about every two

weeks, but that setup did not materialize, we only talked about
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it and then we became the United Nations. I was then in the
Minérals and Metals Unit of the United Nations Division in
which my unit made mineral investigations in .various parts
of the world, mostly at direet Army requests.

At the present time, after a new reorganization my unit
is called the Minerals and Fuels Unit of the Supply and
Resources Division, and again we are studying the resoﬁrces of
various parts qf the world, mostly on specific assiénments
with more general studies as backgrcund, but the actual working
reports. are by specific request. |

Mr. Brockway: Who makes those assignments?

Mr. Hubbert? They come through the regular-routine of the
office. | 7

Mr. Brockway: You do not briginate the projects?

Mr. Hubbert: No. We do a lot of the background iork.

Dre Gould: 1 may say that all of the work that Mr. Hubbert
has done has been studies which ;ere requested by the militar&
forces, particularly the Service of Supply, for the purpose of
determining the availability of fuels and minerals, particularly
with reference to building materials which might be availabls
in areas where our troops are located in order to reduce the
need of shipping from this country £hose bulky commodities.

That required an individual who had a pretty thorough knowledge,
not only of geology but a familigrity with the processing of

some of these materials, the techniques of processing, and the



industrial uses of these materials in order to determine their
suitability for the armed forces'! purposes.

I should add, though, that more recen;tly, at the request
of Mr. Stone, we are helping out the reoccupation division,
particularly with reference to the types of minerals and
fuels that would be needed in Greece and in Italy in the event
of occupation. Both are very important studies, as to where -
those materials would come from, the nearest possible source
and the emounts that would be available.

I should say, with reference to the previous work, that
we have received letters ,°f comméndgtion from the Army
Engineers Corps as to the usefu]'.ness\.and value they have been
able to get from the reports which Mr. Ht;bbért prepared on
fuel resources and buiiding raterial availa‘bie in other areas.
The;-r actually use the report# directly in their work.

Mr. Brockway: They impls.ed or stated they are of high
quality?

Dr. Gould: Absolutely. They said they were so good that
instead of reworking it themselves they have incorporated it in
their handbooks, and they sent me a sample of how it was
incorporated in their handbooks. I showed you that.

¥r. Dunaway: Yes. I saw that handbook and I can verify
that the report was incorporated with perhaps a word or two
changed here and there. It was a verbatim report in a publica-

tion of the Army for field use with credit given to the Board
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of Economic Warfare.

Mr. Brockway: Would you care to say a few words on the
effect of your operations in case you lose Mr. Hubbert's
services?

Dr. Gould: If we lose Mr. Bubbert's services, our present
Minerals and Fuels Unit is practically shot to pieces hecause
Kr. Straley, who is a colleague of Mr. Hubbert and who has
been working under the direction of Mr. Hubbert, has beeﬁ
loaned to the 0il Division for a survey of asphalt deposits
in Cuba. We do not know when he will be coming back, and,
aside from Mr. Hubbert, we do not have anybody else trained
‘ in this particular field to do this particular type of work.
We have a young men who has come in a§ Grade P-1.

Mr. Brockway: Would you have difficulty in replacing
Mr. Hubbert?

Dr. Gou‘ldz I would say "Yes, with a person of his train-
ing and éeneral Broagi viex of.industrial 'prdcesses and relation
of mineral resources to ihdus'trial érocessés in case of rehabili-‘ '
tation in areas that have been occupied, it would be difficult
to get a person of that sort."

I think you can see from the writings that Mr. Hubbert has
indicated that he has completed, that his interest is varied
but it is definitely in the field of the physical sciences,
particularly in the field of geology.

Mr. Broclway: Have you had any reason to think that his
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outsidé activities have interfered with his work?

Dr. Gould: No reason at all. In fact, I did not lknow
about his outside activities until this came up. To my know-
ledge, he has never discussed the implications of Technocracy
or even the word "technocreey™ or the existence of fhe
organization, and, to my own knowledge end to the knowledge of
the people in the shop, I did not lnow anything ebout it until
this question came up.. I think I am telling you all that
1 imow about that. |

Mr. Hubbert came to me highly recommended by Oscar
Kiessling, & minéradlieconomist who was at one time with the
Bureau of Mines and later in charge of the statistics of
mining end quarrying of the Bureau of Census. He wﬁnted very
much to hire Mt. Hubbert himself, but he did not have budget
enough, and he said "he would be more useful %o you now you
are concerned with the uses of resources in the war effort",
‘and at that time I believe Mr. Hubbert was on the staff of
the Bureau of Sitandards.

Mr. Hubbert: That is right.

Dr. Gould: I asked for his transfer from the Bureau of
Standards, ihere he was not doing ahything directly related
to the effort of the war, to our office, so we could use him.

Mr. Brockway: Have you asked for a promotion for him
or reclassification?

Dr. Gould: Definitely. I have put in some papers recommend-
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ing Mr. Hubbert for reclassification as chief of the Fuels
and Minerals Unit in the Supply and Resources Division. I
did that some time ago.

Mr. Brockway: On the basis of=--

Dr. Gould: (Interposing) On the basis of his work and also
on the basis of his ability to work well with others and to
help train people who have not got the background that he has.

Mr. Brockway: Have yéu,any further suggestion&?

Would you like to make any further remarks for tﬁe record?

You have some misgivings about this whole procedure?

Mr. Hubbert: No. As I told Mr. Stone yesterday, I fhini.
this is the only honest and intelligent thing to do. This
charge has come over. You peopie have to do something about
it, and what you do about it is up to you and not up to me.

My record is absolutely in the clear. I plead guilty to
being an intelligent citizen of the United States and to having
done a considerable amount of thinking and to having & tremend~-
‘ous interest in our social well being now and in the future.

Dr. Gould: Why do you suppose that the Civil Service
Commission should suddenly decide that the organization is not
desirable when there is a record, as you have indicated, that
they have been cleared, or at least some of their people have
.been told the organiszation is all right and they have so many
people working for the Government?

My, Hubbert: Since yesterday, I have talked to same of the
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better informed people in the Government and told them what wsas
upe Their first reaction was that I wes kidding them, that it
was just incredible, - I mean people who have kmown me for .
vears. When I convinced them I wes not kidding them, fhey
went into a considerable amount of mentel stew as to what was
up and between compering notes, here is the best we can make
of it; Some of :bhese. dumb investigators of the Civil Service
Commission got hold of this pile of stuff, that it had not
gotten any higher than & third of the way up the ladder; the Civil
Service, as such, does not know anyfhing abouf: this matter, and
"~ these boys who have to keep busy, like the rest of us, are just
trying to maEe a job for themselves.and figure they have got some-
thing they can get excited about. i'hat is the only éense we can
mke out of it, and if that be the case, why, it can be easily
handled by appeal. | ‘

The only other alfcemative is that there is some kind of
political maneuver under foot that we do not know about, and,
so far, t.here isn't the slightest evidence that is the case.

Mr. Brbckway: Do you have any indication that the Govern-
ment has been investigating Technocracy, Incorporated?

Mr. Hubbert: No. We have Government officials iﬁ our
New York of fice practically every day or every few days after
information. That office has been continﬁously cooperating with
officers of the Navy and the Army and various civilian officials,

particularly the Intelligence branches have been there continuously
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right along. Our relations with the United States Government
have been alweys of the utmost cooperatione.

Yr. Brockway: They come to you for information, technical
information?

¥r. Bubbert: There is a considerable amount of correspondence
in the files of tkis Board with our headquarters office, the New
York office.

br. Gould: Board of Economic Warfare?

Mr. Hubbert: Yes.

Mr. Dunaway: Would you indicate the type of informetion?

Mr. Hubbert: All sorts and kinds.

Mr. Dunaway: Cean you illustrate? ‘

Mr. Hubbert: Wéli, I cannot be speciric because 1 h;ve
only seen the generalities. After all, the amount of time I
bave spent on those iz extremely small, but I happen to know this
has been going on; but there is infofmation on the industrial
capacities of certain féfeign countries that is hard to get
dope on. The Navy was very much intereéted in t¥rying to solve
some of our own domestic problems in production and distribution
of required materiasls back before.the days of WFB, aﬁd we gave
them a lct of ideas on how to handle large nation-wide indus=-

" trial problems which went into Kavy use because I have seen
copies of it on their paper.

Dr. Gould:; Who investigated you? You said you had about

a two-hour session with the Civil Service Commission.
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Mr. Hubbert: A chap by the name of Burnett was the
principal one, an ex-insurance salesmen. There was a young
fellow by the name of Lowe who was of the nature of an observer
in this crogs-examination who impressed me as an extraordinarily
decent and intelligent person. He is now in Naval Intelligence,
and is not over there anymore. So that is all I can make of it.

Mr. Brockway: Do you have any other questions?

Mr. Lowrie; That is really what I have been trying to get
at, what the nature of this thing really was.

Mr. Hubbert: That is the best I can find out in talking
with friends of mine who know the inner workings of the Govern~-
menf fairly well and who know me. -

Mr. Brockway: You would be surprised if it was learned
or if it was true that the Department of Justice hadn't: apy
real information on the organization? |

Mr. Hubbert: Well, this might interest you.in that connec~
tion. When this routine investigation started, the same as it
does for everybody, they called at headquartere office
in New York to make inquiries about me. At‘ that time, there
was a Civil Service man there and a Department of Justice man.
That is the first instance I know of, of the beginning of the inquiry.

Dr. Gould: When was that?

¥r. Hubbert: About a year ago.

Dr. Gould: About the time you came with this department,



66

or & little before?

¥r. Hubbert: That was early sﬁmmer.

Dr. Gould:b That wasn't after you came here?

Mr. Hubbert : Yes, I am sure it was. The Department of
Justice dropped out and has never been heard of since, and the
Civil Service boys have been very busy up until last August,
which was the last I heard of them until this thing popped
up. In other words, I cooperated far more fully with them than .
I have with you gentlemen in regard to the organization. I
subsequently regret having done so. I think it was unwise,
but I did, and I submitted them large piles of publications
and that sort of thing from the organization which they have.

Mr. Brockway: What was the date of that ;nterview with
the Civil Service Commission?

Mr. Hubbert: About August. I do not remember the exect
date.

Mr. Brockway: That is about five mpnths'aftgr you oame
into the Board? - |

Mr. Hubbert: That is something like five months, and
something like nine months 8go, 8o this thing has been absoiutely
quiescent. I might remark they have a handwritten ﬁanuscript of
mine which has a thousand dollers worth of work in it, and I am
going to get that manuscript away from Civil Service, or we are
going to have some fun. They were particularly interested in

what I had been doing the past year, and I had been writing.
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I have left it alone because I wanted some kind of decision as
to what was up, and this is the first word I have had.

Mr. Dunawey: What is the nature of the manuscript?'

Mr. Hubbert: Something like the thickness of one of these
repers here.

Mr. Duraway: Is it on a scientific subject?

Mr. Hubbert: Yes.

Dr. Gould: What subject?

Mr. Hubbert: Hydrodynamics is what it is about, and
it particularly related to the production of 0il, petroleum
engineering.

Dr. Gould: Mr. Hubbert's training is very valuable for
us, because we have to attempt to determine the capacity of
certain areas to do certein things, and that is completely an
analytical study. We do not go into the meonetary aépects, ' '
political or social programs. We discuss the physicel possi-
- bilities of that area to do certain physioal things for the
armed'forcps, and you cennot get all economists to do that
because of their training, but 'you do have to have somebody
with s scientifiec background, anﬁ when I talked with people
about Mr. Hubbert when he was coming with the Board, I quéried
them regarding his ability to do the Job, first; his ability
to get along with people, second; and his ability to train
others. I assumed thAt all other background meterial an

investigator would have to find out.



Mr. Dunaway: Does your application form that you submitted

show membership in Technocrascy, Incorporated, or does it con-
tain any reference to it?

Mr. Hubbert: I do not remember whether it does or not;

I have filled out so many forms. I know it has been on some
things and on others it hasn't, but it just depends on how
much space you have_got. Sometimes you have two l%nes to put
that all down.

Mr. Dunaway: Do you.remember informing the Civil Service
Commission at some ‘place on the fg’fm that you were a member?

Mx;. Hubbert: Yes. Furt.hermbre, although Dr. Gould has’
forgotten it, the same information was contained on a memeo-

- randum I wrote to him in response to a request for personal
data then the reorganization was going on.

Dr. Gould: Yes, that .was given to the personnel division.

Mr. Hubbert: And that was on that.

Dr. Gould: Yes. _

Mr. Brockway: I think we have probably gone ag far as we
can. We are grateful to you for coming in, and we are
grateful to you for listening, and we will have a .meeting
curselves.

(Whereupon, at 12:15 p.m., the members of the hearing

board retired into executive session.)
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